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a film by Fernando Romero Forsthuber
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Genre: Human Interest /Arts & Culture/ Personal stories
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Idea & Director
Fernando Romero Forsthu

Editor
Wolfgang Auer

Concept
Ari Yehudit Richter, Jirgen Karasek

Director of Photography '
Jakob Fuhr, Martin Putz, Falko Lachmund
Rabia Salfiti

Producers
Jurgen Karasek, Filip Antoni Malinowski
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8lz-xQFxzs
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and as a Palestinian citizen.of the State of Israel.

Instead of trying to show “the whole picture”, we follow an individualﬁwith both a’‘public®and a private
persona that is trying to make a move forward. We delve into his envikonment, we-get to Igow his son
Don, his friends, the art scene(s), Haifa and of course the social and poIithaI situation of a Palestinian
in Israel. Soon we understand that g°certain resignation has been.spread throught the intellectual Arab
communities byfonlya bit later wg also understand that)owan is someone who doesn 't accept the Sta-
tus Quo and nfeds to be active. i
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Both the camera work and editing are calm and unobtrusive, relieving the complex and eméotionally P, E-/
hlghly charged situation while alsgpointing out the unique stahdpoint @f the protagonist @midst the %, q ﬂu.—
fuss® Oncethe climax is.reached WP: the publication of the music videoand then the concert for the Is- .

raeli audience, the visual style starts to match the scenery, Jowan is all of a sudden being in the crossfire ‘ ;
of both Israelis and Palestinians, fans and friends, the outcome still unclear.

There is no n@rrator and the director will not appear in the film, the audience only observes the situa-
tions Jowan goes through and is invited to make up his own mind. The result is a character driven film
telling the story of one special individual.
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DIRECTOR
Fernando Romero Forsthuber 1

Short Bio

Fernando Romero-Forsthuber was born in Seville in 1983 to a Spanish
father and Austrian mother. At 17, he came to Vienna and immediately
began to work in the film industry. 2 years later, he made his first trip to
Israel. There he started to work with Palestinian musicians as a director/
producer for their music videos. In Austria he established a good reputa-
tion in the field of music videos, image films and commercials. In the last
years Fernando also worked on reports for the TV-stations ORF (especially
in Syria) and ATV. He has been to Palestine/Israel for many times and is
strongly integrated into the scene.

Director’s previous films

Los Normalistas de Tri, feature-documentary, in development
On the ruins of Aleppo, short-documentary, 2013

The Syrian Nightmare, short-documentary, 2012

® Soleil Film



:"ﬁ = "'

i

e,

DIRECTORS STATEMENT
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| met Jowan for the first time during his concert in Haifa
concert by the Israeli police, when he asked the audience o
dwan: he e mistakes on both

’ sist, instead of just coexisting. This is somgbliingvery'special'a
sides and dreams of a societ)yﬁﬁé;l: all the people can live together, treated equally as human beings. | was

immediately’amazed by*his"way of thinking, hi le, his pain, his humor but also artistic and personal
power.. = i, .

stage during his
s to unite and core-

We have established a relationship based on mutual trust, allowing the movie to be a very intimate and.di-
verse piece. We will see his everyday life, his family, friends, concert, fans, and the complexity of being a
Palestinian in Israel, while he struggles to live according to his ideals, in'a reality that strictly clashes with it.
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f — Fernando Romero Forsthuber
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TO BE AN ARA

Hardcore Homop
are the most gay on the inside
Mizrachi (Arab Jews) arabophbics !

are Arabs them selfs ; i
who are just afraid and prefer to a x'.irf.tbqe ﬁy ' _.‘
beacuse they know ”l' L o -
they know best —

that to be an Arab is not that great
it’s hard to be an Arab

it’s realy hard ask me

it’s hard to be an Arab

how much can one be black
under the rule of the rich and
in the racist state
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watch full video under:







